GOETHE   AS   NOVELIST
It is, in the strictest sense, an aberration, a departure from the
path prescribed to her by nature, for she feels that she has broken
her own laws. "Ich bin aus meiner Babn geschritten, ich habe
meine Gesetze gebrochen", she says when the consequences of
her association with Eduard become clear to her. Despite the
importance which Goethe attached to the development of her
personality, she is not entirely an exception to the practice he
adopted in Die Wahlverwandtschaften, to reveal the fundamental
constitution of his characters rather than their gradual formation.
Ottilie " becomes what she is", she illustrates Goethe's lines in
Urworte. Orphisch:
Und keine Zeit und keine Macht zerstiickelt
Gepragte Form, die lebend sich entwickelt.
The impression which we receive of her individuality at the
beginning of the novel from the letters of her school-teachers
and from Charlotte's comments on them is fully, if unexpectedly,
realized in her final apotheosis. She is a total personality achieving
the full realization of her essential form.
Like Werther, Die Wahlverwandtschaften is a tragic novel, but
it ends on a note of triumph, not of defeat. Nevertheless, the
entanglements and complications, the loss of happiness and of
contentment, are not effaced by this ultimate reconciliation.
Goethe succeeded, against his theoretical convictions, in creating
a novel that is dominated by the laws of a higher necessity than
the " Gesinnungen und Begebenheiten" which occur in the sphere
of social life.
When we survey Goethe's dramas and his novels, we find that
he treats two principal themes: i. The relations of an individual
to external reality, which may be represented by a group of other
individuals or by a higher, if not necessarily a supernatural, power.
2. The relation between conflicting, although not always incom-
patible forces within an individual. Both themes occur in his
dramas and in his novels. Beneath Werther's and Ottilie's relation-
ships with other human beings lie their more absorbing inner
conflicts, and similarly Iphigenie's and Tasso's contacts with the
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